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downwards, with the exception  of a pair of high
boots reaching to the knee, there is no attempt at
clothing of  any description, the linen skirt being
fastened apparently round the neck.    The appear-
ance of these worthy dames all at once at the gates
of their courtyards was curious in the extreme, nor
did they appear the least disconcerted when they
caught sight  of  our faces at the  window.     On
inquiry, it is the custom, throughout Siberia, for
the peasants of every village and town to place out-
side each house refreshment  of some sort (which
usually takes the shape of bread and milk) for the
use of any convict that may make his escape.    The
rule is an old one, nor has it ever been interfered
with by the Imperial Government.    It is also under-
stood that the bowl and plate holding the provisions
shall not be tampered with or taken away, china
utensils being rather valuable in Eastern Siberia.
Whenever this code of honour has been infringed
the next convict who escapes is bound, should he
come across him, to kill the thief.    A Sentence of
this kind was carried out  near   Tomsk while we
were staying there.    Both convicts had made their
escape from the ostrog at Kolinskaya, about ninety
versts from Tomsk, the first escaping about three
weeks before the second.    As usual, both   made
what they could upon the road, till the latter acci-
dentally heard of the theft committed by the former,
and never rested till he had hunted him down, and
after a severe struggle beaten him to death with-a
bludgeon.    His body was found in the forest some
days later.

But if the day at Touloung had been depressing